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Texans for Life Coalition
501(c)(3) nonprofit 
EIN: 75-1908415

Texans for Life (formerly Texans United for Life) is involved in 
religious-right politics throughout Texas. The organization has 
opposed comprehensive sex education in Texas health textbooks, 
embryonic stem cell research, reproductive choice and physician-
assisted suicide. Though the organization supported Harriet Miers 
in her run for a Dallas City Council seat in 1989, it turned against 
her in 2005 when President Bush nominated her to as an associate 
justice on the U.S. Supreme Court.

From the Web site: http://www.texlife.org/

Management (Web site, January 2009)
Kyleen Wright, President and CEO
Betty Garcia, Assistant Director
Terri McLaughlin, Education Coordinator
Dot Hogue, Treasurer

Board Members (2007)
Wade Birdwell
Casey Burke 
Sheree Havlick
Dot Hogue, CPA, Treasurer of the Board
David Edmonson, Vice President
Betty Garcia, Secretary of the Board
Jeffrey Stewart
Dr. Jack Hatcher, Christ for the Nations Institute
Kyleen Wright, President

Revenue 2000:	 Revenue 2007:	 Assets 2007:
$168,565.00	 $136,703	 -$8,459	
				  

	 		

Contact Information:
Texans for Life Coalition
P.O. Box 177727
Irving, TX 75017-7727
E-mail: webservant@texlife.org 
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Texas Public Policy Foundation
A 501(c)(3) nonprofit
EIN: 74-2524057

While its work today is not based explicitly on conservative 
religious principles, the Texas Public Policy Foundation (TPPF) 
has played an increasingly influential role in shaping public policy 
in Texas from a far-right perspective. In fact, many Republican 
lawmakers attend TPPF’s “policy orientation” events, and TPPF 
leaders and staff members advise Gov. Rick Perry and other elected 
officials on public policy. The group has supported censorship of 
school textbooks in the past, opposes funding for the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program and promotes policies – such as private 
school vouchers and school “deregulation” – that threaten public 
education in the state.

San Antonio businessman Dr. James Leininger founded TPPF in 
1989, using the Heritage Foundation as a model for a conservative 
“think tank.” The organization writes and disseminates supportive 
reports on issues long important to Dr. Leininger, especially private 
school vouchers and tort reform. 

From the Web site: http://www.texaspolicy.com

“The Texas Public Policy Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit, 
non-partisan research institute guided by the core principles of 
individual liberty, personal responsibility, private property rights, 
free markets and limited government. 

The Foundation’s mission is to improve Texas by generating 
academically sound research and data on state issues, and by 
recommending the findings to opinion leaders, policymakers, the 
media and general public. 

Funded by hundreds of individuals, foundations and corporations, 
the Foundation does not accept government funds or contributions 
to influence the outcomes of its research. 

The public is demanding a different direction for their government, 
and the Texas Public Policy Foundation is providing the ideas that 
enable policymakers to chart that new course.”

Management (2006)
Mary Katherine Stout, President
William Peacock III, Vice President
Byron Schlomach
Jamie Story
Shari Hanrahan

Board (2007)
Phil Adams					   
Ernest Angelo					   
Tim Dunn					   
Ramiro Galindo
Wendy Lee Gramm
James R. Leininger, MD			 
Tim Lyles
William A. McMinn, Chairman
Vance C. Miller
Brenda Pejovich
Brooke L. Rollins, President
Jeff Sandefer
George W. Strake, Jr.
Michael Stevens

Revenue 1997:	 Revenue 2007:	 Assets 2007:
$810,456		 $2,522,968	 $1,383,929

Contact Information
Texas Public Policy Foundation
900 Congress Ave., Suite 400
Austin, TX 78701
E-mail: info@TexasPolicy.com
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Texas Restoration Project/
Niemoller Foundation
Niemoller is a 501(c)(3) private nonprofit foundation
EIN: Niemoller’s EIN is 11-3749299

The Texas Restoration Project, a network of conservative Christian 
pastors, is part of a growing web of similar organizations in various 
states. It became active in Texas in 2005. The group does not 
appear to be registered as a nonprofit or political organization, at 
least not under the name “Texas Restoration Project.” Much of the 
funding for its activities seems to have come from the Niemoller 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) private foundation headed by the Texas 
Restoration Project’s chairman, Rev. Laurence White, as well as 
his wife and Andrew Adams. The Niemoller Foundation has also 
funded similar “Restoration” or “Renewal” projects in other states, 
raising and spending more than $2.1 million from 2005 through 
2007 for such pastor-mobilization efforts. According to IRS 
records, much of Niemoller’s 2005 funding came from prominent 
Republican donors Dr. Jim Leininger of San Antonio, Houston 
homebuilder Bob Perry, East Texas chicken tycoon Bo Pilgrim, 
and liquor distributor Don O’Neal. All have been prominent 
contributors to Gov. Rick Perry’s political campaigns. Since 2005, 
much of Niemoller’s funding appears to have come from Leininger 
and the American Family Association.

Most of the states with similar “Restoration” or “Renewal” projects 
were key battlegrounds in the 2008 presidential election, although 
the Niemoller Foundation appears to have limited its funding (at 
least through the end of 2007) to Texas, Colorado and Florida. 
Most of the projects have been established since 2004. Prominent 
supporters have included Rod Parsley – a fundamentalist 
evangelical pastor from Ohio – and David Barton, the former vice 
chair of the Texas Republican Party and the founder and head 
of WallBuilders, a Texas-based group that opposes separation of 
church and state. (Financial information about the Niemoller 
Foundation for 2008 is not yet available.)

Mission (From Texas Restoration Project literature)
“The Texas Restoration Project was established to mobilize pastors 
and pews to restore Texas and America to our Judeo-Christian 
heritage. We strive to provide the resources necessary for Churches 
to educate their members on the moral issues facing our society 
and encourage them to participate in the democratic process.”

Board (2007)
Rev. Laurence L. White
Deborah White
Andrew A. Adams
	
Niemoller Foundation revenue for 2007:  $237,967 
Niemoller Foundation assets for 2007:  $27,919 (cash)

Revenue 2005-07

Year Revenue

2007 $237,967

2006 $615,057

2005 $1,289,000

Major contractors listed
2007 IRS Form 990:
David Lane for fundraising - $56,000
Renaissance Hotel-Austin - $92,323

2006 IRS Form 990:
San Jacinto Public Affairs, Austin - $50,136
Marriott Denver Tech Center - $93,508
David Lane, fundraising - $201,478
Focus on the Family – $112,492

2005 IRS Form 990:
San Jacinto Public Affairs, Austin - $473,881
Hilton, Austin - $293,910
David Lane, fundraising - $167,500
Free Market Foundation, Plano - $100,278
Justice at the Gate, San Antonio - $100,000

Direct charitable activity
2007 IRS Form 990:
Conference, Texas Pastors’ Policy Briefing, Jan. 15-16 - $193,720

2006 IRS Form 990:
Conference, Florida Pastors’ Policy Briefing, Jan. 15-16 - $52,965
Conference, Colorado Pastors’ Policy Briefing, June 5-6 - $162,675
Conference, Colorado Pastors’ Policy Briefing, Oct. 2-4 - $176,650

2005 IRS Form 990:
Conference, Austin Pastors’ Policy Briefing, May 23-24 - $261,047
Conference, Austin Pastors’ Policy Briefing, Aug. 23-24 - $261,047
Conference, Pastor Mobilization, Fort Worth, Dallas, San Antonio, 	
        Austin - $200,000

Texas Restoration Project Contact Information:
P.O. Box 200222
Austin, TX 78720-0222
Phone: (800) 491-9032
restoration@sanjacintogroup.com

Niemoller Foundation Contact Information:
427 West 20th Street, Suite 501
Houston, TX 77008-2431
(713) 869-8346
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Vision America
501 (c)(3)
EIN: 76-0572974

Vision America Action
501 (c)(4)
EIN: 20-2575367

Founded in 1994, the Lufkin (Texas)-based group calls on pastors 
– so-called “patriot pastors” – to promote a conservative political 
agenda in their congregations. That agenda is virulently anti-
gay and includes opposition to abortion rights, comprehensive 
sex education and embryonic stem cell research. One of the 
members of the group’s board of directors is the Rev. Dr. Laurence 
White, who serves as chairman of the Texas Restoration Project – 
another organization whose mission is to mobilize pastors into a 
conservative political force.

The president of Vision America is Rick Scarborough, a former 
Southern Baptist pastor who is a prominent leader in the far right’s 
campaign to undermine an independent judiciary. In fact, the 
group has called for the impeachment of “activist judges” whose 
rulings it opposes. Scarborough has been one of the loudest 
voices proclaiming that “activist judges” are engaged in a “war on 
Christians” and people of faith. In March 2006, for example, Vision 
America hosted a national conference in Washington, D.C., called 
“The War on Christians and Values Voters.” The event featured a 
long list of heavy hitters on the far right, including former U.S. 
Rep. Tom DeLay of Texas, U.S. Sen. John Cornyn of Texas, Phyllis 
Schlafly of Eagle Forum, and former Republican presidential 
candidate Alan Keyes.

From the Web site: http://www.visionamerica.us/

Mission:
“Our mission is to inform, encourage and mobilize pastors and 
their congregations to be proactive in restoring Judeo-Christian 
values to the moral and civic framework in their communities, 
states, and our nation.”

Board (2006)
Rick Scarborough, President
Randall Odom			 
Mike Valerio		
William Gattis			 
Keith Drewery			 
Damon Keeley		
Richard Barret
Bo Chinn 			 
John Graves

Revenue 1998:	 Revenue 2006: 	 Assets 2006:
$131,826	 $923,126	 $128,981

Vision America Action
2005 revenue: $69,647
2006 revenue: $70,717

Contact Information:
Vision America
P.O. Box 10
Lufkin, Texas 75902
E-mail: mail@visionamerica.us
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WallBuilder Presentations, Inc.
A 501(c)(3) nonprofit
EIN: 75-1627779

Headquartered in the North Texas town of Aledo, WallBuilders is 
an “educational” organization with a distinct ideological agenda – 
promoting the notion that the United States is a Christian nation, 
founded on Christian principles and that its laws should be based 
on conservative Christian biblical teaching. The group has an 
increasingly partisan agenda as well. Its founder and president, 
David Barton, was vice chair of the Republican Party of Texas from 
1998 to 2006. He remains a prominent speaker before Republican 
and other conservative groups around the country.

Barton strongly opposed the election of state Rep. Joe Straus, R-San 
Antonio, as speaker of the Texas House in January 2009. “Rep. 
Straus (who has been in office for only two sessions) has developed 
a clear voting record that demonstrates overt hostility toward 
unborn life and traditional family values,” Barton wrote about his 
fellow Republican in an e-mail blast to far-right activists.
 
In 2004, Barton served as a political consultant for the Republican 
National Committee, traveling the country and speaking at about 
300 RNC-sponsored lunches for local evangelical pastors. During 
these lunches, he presented a slide show of American monuments, 
discussed his view of America’s Christian heritage – and encouraged 
pastors to endorse political candidates from the pulpit.  
 
Barton has published several books and produced several 
videotapes calling for the restoration of “America’s Christian 
values.” In these works Barton argues that the separation of church 
and state is a myth foisted on the country when the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that government-sponsored prayer in the public 
schools was unconstitutional. The United States, Barton insists, was 
founded by Christians and was intended to be a fundamentalist-
style “Christian nation.” In fact, Barton argues that the Supreme 
Court’s ruling against state-sponsored prayer in schools is directly 
tied to the erosion of morals in this country and is just one example 
of “renegade federal judges who too often impose their own 
personal values on communities.”  
 
To achieve the group’s desired influence on government, 
WallBuilders’ ProFamily Legislative Network monitors and collects 
information on so-called “pro-family” legislation from various 
states, including on such issues such as marriage, abortion, 
education, gay and lesbian rights, public morality, gambling and 
parental rights. This information is then made available to other 
states where far-right lawmakers can introduce similar bills and 
spread far-right legislation across America. 
 
Barton’s publications and videos are widely distributed through 
other religious-right organizations, such as Focus on the Family 
and Rev. Jerry Falwell’s Liberty University bookstore. WallBuilders’ 
has also marketed materials in public schools as a “Biblical History 
of the Middle East.” When parents in a Mississippi public school 
asserted that the course designed by Barton was a ruse for teaching 
fundamentalist Christianity, a federal court ruled that materials like 

Barton’s video “America’s Godly Heritage” were inappropriate for 
use in public schools. The U.S. district judge acknowledged that 
the films are an attempt to indoctrinate students in religious beliefs 
under the ruse of “Mid-East History.” Even so, the North Carolina-
based National Council on Bible Curriculum in Public Schools 
recommends Barton’s materials for teachers who use the NCBCPS’s 
own curriculum.

Barton also apparently takes on issues that would seemingly have little 
to do with WallBuilders mission. In June 2007, for example, Barton 
told the Environment and Public Works Committee of the U. S. 
Senate that the federal government should take no action on climate 
change, an environmental crisis on which Barton remains a skeptic.

From the Web site: http://www.wallbuilders.com/

“WallBuilders is an organization dedicated to presenting America’s 
forgotten history and heroes, with an emphasis on the moral, 
religious, and constitutional foundation on which America was 
built – a foundation which, in recent years, has been seriously 
attacked and undermined. In accord with what was accurately 
stated by George Washington, we believe that “the propitious 
[favorable] smiles of heaven can never be expected on a nation 
which disregards the eternal rules of order and right which heaven 
itself has ordained.

WallBuilders’ goal is to exert a direct and positive influence in 
government, education, and the family by (1) educating the nation 
concerning the Godly foundation of our country; (2) providing 
information to federal, state, and local officials as they develop 
public policies which reflect Biblical values; and (3) encouraging 
Christians to be involved in the civic arena.”

Board (2007)
Charles D. Barton, president	 Cheryl Barton, secretary/treasurer
Rose Barton	 Jeff Fisher
Richard Watson	 Stephen McDowell

Revenue 1997:	 Revenue 2007:	 Assets 2007:
$424,949.91	 $1,164,140	 $1,169,421

Contact Information:
WallBuilder Presentations, Inc.
P.O. Box 397
426 Circle Drive
Aledo, TX 76008-0397
E-mail: info@wallbuilders.com
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1	 “Straus claims he has votes to unseat Craddick,” Associated Press, Jan. 3, 2009
2	 “Perry talk on gay vets draws ire; Calls for apology come after chief suggests they should live elsewhere,” 

Austin American-Statesman, 6/15/2005
3	 http://www.tfn.org/site/DocServer/Chisum_Anti-Evolution_Memo.pdf?docID=901
4	 “The Worst,” Texas Monthly, July 1999
5	 “Muslim leads prayer, but senator bows out,” Austin American-Statesman, 4/5/2007
6	 “Muslim leads prayer, but senator bows out,” Austin American-Statesman, 4/5/2007

E n d n ot e s



THE   State  o f  th e  R eli g io u s  R i g ht:  200 9

NOTES:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________



www.tfn.org

512.322.0545

The Texas Freedom Network Education Fund supports research and 
education efforts that promote religious freedom and individual liberties.


